WHAT HAVE THE WORKERS  GAINED?
workers, they have a month's summer holiday without loss of their
grant.
Overtime is only permitted in exceptional cases, such as an
accident at the works; but whatever the circumstances the number
of hours worked during the year as overtime by any one worker
must never exceed one hundred and twenty hours, and may not
exceed four hours in any two consecutive days.
No overtime may be imposed by the management of a works
without the previous permission of the competent trade union.
In all cases the personal consent of the worker who is asked to
do overtime must be obtained.
The first two hours of overtime are paid for at time and a,half
rates and all subsequent hours of overtime are paid at double
ordinary rates. "Workers on night duty are paid at higher rates
than on day duty. Where the three-shift system is worked, the
workers take their turn at night duty.
No overtime is permitted to be done by juveniles up to the age
of eighteen or by pregnant women or nursing mothers. Juveniles
and pregnant women are also not permitted to do night duty.
In general, although women are permitted and indeed encouraged
to take up any and every class of work, they are prohibited from
engaging in the heaviest and most injurious trades, such as metal
smelting, chlorine works, etc.
All workers in the U.S.S.R. have a minimum statutory summer
holiday ranging from two to four weeks, as well as five other
free days (revolutionary holidays) during the year. All holidays
are paid at the normal rates of wages. Wages have increased steadily
from an average annual wage of 703 roubles in 1928 to 2,776 in
1936. In 1937 there was a rise of 7 to 8 per cent, and in 1938
a further rise in wages by about 8-10 per cent.
Thus the average monetary wages during the First and Second
Five-Year Plans have increased more than 3-5 times. The greatest
rise has been in the wages of miners, metal, oil and machine con-
struction workers, and the wages of Stakhanovites in these and other
industries have risen considerably above the average.
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